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Writers across the country have attempted to write expressly, yet unabridged, 
about the militia phenomenon. With rare exception, none have grasped the gravity of 
problem facing America. Numerous articles have attempted to give a glimpse inside 
the movement, but alas, a look at the militia movement through the confines of a 
newspaper journalist's narrow vantage is much like looking at a vast landscape 
through a keyhole. One may focus on a small aspect, only to miss the vastness and 
expanse of the movement. 

Suffice it to say that anyone trying to put the militia movement into a framework will 
fail. There are few parameters with which to measure the breadth and depth of the 
movement. Failing this, what remains? How will the general public-at-large be given 
a useful glass through which to see what is happening in this, the civil rights 
movement of the 90s? 

In order to provide understanding, we must go back to basics. Many have concluded 
that the militia was spawned by misdirected individuals driven by paranoia. Others 
conclude that the militia are the emerging army of jingoistic nationalists bent on 
fostering the master race. But again, every time someone tries to define the 
movement, they must admit that they ignore the whole while focusing on the part — a 
part that is oftentimes incorrect. 

The ranchers of the west don't give a hoot about the New World Order and the East 
Coast Manhattan Island militia could care less about the Idaho biosphere police who 
want to stop all elk hunting for fear the bullets will cause lead poisoning of trees. And 
you can bet the African American militia in Detroit couldn't care less about the NRAs 
worry that the guns might be taken away. So everyone tries to package the item, but 
finds that it has no real shape. What then is the common denominator? 






I'll answer that question in a minute, but before I do, I think it best to prepare readers 
with the grim reality that we are marching to revolution. JFK once said, "If we make 
peaceful revolution impossible, we make armed revolution inevitable." Folks, no 
peaceful revolution is able to take place since the voices of the media are silent. How 
long have I railed against the CIA? At the Senate Hearings on Domestic Terrorism 
and the Militia, I charged that "the puppet strings of corruption may reach even into 
the Senate." Ask the African American community their views of the CIA. Go outside 
the US and ask what other people think of the CIA. They laughed at me then, but 
whose laughing now? Conspiracy theories? They are a luxury of an idle back and the 
active imagination. The libraries are filled with facts of political corruption, 
oppression, abuses of power, and tyranny against the common ordinary citizen of this 
grand country! Who took the gold and silver only to replace it with a money system 
owned by a private corporation? Who destroyed the court of common law only to 
replace it with admiralty courts of Martial Law? And right here in Michigan, who 
took away the grand jury system only to turn the grand jury power over to judges? It 
wasn't the common people that did these things. It isn't the common people who 
violate the Constitution daily by requiring licenses to travel on public thoroughfares; 
or, that levy extortion fees on allodial land in the form of property taxes to be paid 
under duress; or, levy taxes on income to be paid under duress. The majority of the 
American people are kept ignorant BY THE OPPRESSORS OF THE PEOPLE and 
made to think that taxes on property are lawful. No, we don't need conspiracy 
theories. The reality of every day's abuses is grim enough to scare the begeebers out 
of us! 

But so what? That merely restates the problem. Precisely, but restating the problem 
while avoiding a discussion on the effect leaves only one other area left to be 
discussed: The catalyst that will bring the revolution. That, friends, is a bubbling 
caldron about to boil over; and, while smiling faces ramble on about the effect, few 
are sober thinking enough to consider the cause. 

Allow then an insight to the dynamic energy that caused the phenomenal effect we 
call the Militia Movement. While you read, keep in mind that the common people of 
the soil will grow stronger with every tread of the oppressor's boot. None can talk us 
out of existence! No slick bureaucrat can reason with us as long as we are being 
thrown off our land. No politician can comfort us as long as corruption robs the bread 
from our children's mouth. No judge can rule in our favor as long as courts are filled 
with injustice and where juries are bound and gagged. No petty politician can placate 
us while they heap more licenses, fees, permits, restrictions, and restrains on our effort 
at capital enteiprise. No indeed! For you see, we feed on the tyrant's abuse of us and 
grow strong on his oppression. The more the power brokers try to stop us, the stronger 



we become and as one falls, ten more rise. The reality that all Americans must deal 
with is that revolution is coming and soon. The people have had enough! 


Because of the corruption the disaffection and feeling of estrangement grows. And 
from those multitudes emerges the militants. To stop them, the hand-wringing 
politicians use the press to demonize the militia and the media to support their 
disinformation campaign against the militia to keep their office, in turn promising to 
make laws prohibiting the militia. But their solution only causes greater oppression 
and repression of expression and liberty and the pursuit of happiness. In order to make 
the situation better, they only make it worse. 

But what of the legality and the lawfulness of the militia. Ought we not look at the 
basic elements of the fuel that runs the engine? Raise the question in your own mind, 
"Is the citizen militia legitimate and lawful?" Our Governor, the Lawmakers, and 
others say no. You've heard their lies. Now here are the facts: 

The Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution recognizes the inherent right of 
states to form militia units. That amendment reads: "A well-regulated militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed." 

Not only does the Constitution allow the formation of a Federal Army, it specifically 
recognizes state militias, and confirms that the citizen and his personal armaments are 
the foundation of the citizen militia. The arming of the militia is not left to the state 
but to the citizen. Should the state choose to arm its citizen militia, it is free to do so 
under the United States Constitution (bearing in mind that the Constitution is not a 
document limiting the citizen, but rather one that establishes and limits the power of 
government). Should the state fail to arm its citizen militia, the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms becomes the source of the guarantee that the state will not be 
found defenseless in the presence of a threat to its security. It makes no sense 
whatsoever to look to the Constitution of the United States or that of any state for 
permission to form a citizen militia. 

Logic demands that the power to grant permission is also the power to deny 
permission. Brought to its logical conclusion in this case, a state may deny the citizen 
the right to form a militia. If this were to happen, the state would assert itself as the 
principle of the contract making the people the agents. Liberty then would be 
dependent on the state's grant of liberty. Such a concept is foreign to American 
thought. While the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution acknowledges the 
existence of state militias and recognizes their necessity for the security of a free state 
and while it also recognizes that the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not 
be infringed, the Second Amendment is not the source of the right to form a militia 



nor to keep and bear arms. Those rights existed in the states prior to the formation of 
the federal union. In fact, the right to form militias and to keep and bear arms existed 
from antiquity. The enumeration of those rights in the Constitution only underscores 
their natural occurrence and importance. The Tenth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution reads: 

"The Powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by 
it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." 

Ultimate power over the militia is not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution nor to the states, but resides with the people. Consequently, the power of 
the militia remains in the hands of the people. Again, the fundamental function of the 
militia in society remains with the people. Therefore, the Second Amendment 
recognizes that the militia's existence and the security of the state rests ultimately in 
the people who volunteer their persons to constitute the militia and their arms to 
supply its firepower. The primary defense of the state rests with the citizen militia 
bearing its own arms. Fundamentally, it is not the state that defends the people, but the 
people who defend the state. The secondary defense of the state consists in the 
statutory organization known as the National Guard. Whereas the National Guard is 
solely the creation of statutory law, the militia derives its existence from the inherent 
inalienable rights of man which existed before the Constitution and whose importance 
are such that they merited specific recognition in that document. While the National 
Guard came into existence as a result of legislative activity, the militia existed before 
there was a nation or a constitutional form of government. The militia consisting of 
people owning and bearing personal weapons is the very authority out of which the 
United States Constitution grew. This point must be emphasized. Neither the citizen's 
militia nor the citizen's private arsenal can be an appropriate subject for federal 
legislation or regulation. It was the armed militia of the American colonies whose own 
efforts ultimately led to the establishment of the United States of America! While 
some say that the right to keep and bear arms is granted to Americans by the 
Constitution, just the opposite is true. The federal government itself is the child of the 
armed citizen. We the people are the parent of the child we call government. The 
increasing amount of federal encroachment into the territory of the Second 
Amendment in particular and the Bill of Rights in general indicates the need for 
parental corrective action. In short, the federal government needs a good spanking to 
make it behave. 

One other important point needs to be made. Since the Constitution is the limiting 
document upon the government, the government cannot become greater than the 
granting power, that is the servant cannot become greater than his master. Therefore, 
should the Chief Executive or other branch of government, or all branches together act 
to suspend the Constitution under a rule of martial law, all power granted to 



government would be canceled and defer back to the granting power, the people. 
Martial law shall not be possible in this country as long as the people recognize the 
Bill of Rights as inalienable. The present actions of this country's government have 
been to convince Americans that the Bill of Rights controls the people. The Bill of 
Rights has nothing to do with control of the people, nor control of the government 
established by the people. The Bill of Rights stands as immutable and unaffected by 
any change determined upon the Constitution by government. 


In Michigan , the militia is the subject of Article III, §4. "The militia shall be 
organized, equipped and disciplined as provided by law." The law alluded to speaks of 
militias of the state, to be equipped, supported and controlled by the Governor. A 
thoughtful consideration of this arrangement leads immediately to the question of 
"Who really governs the militia?" 

Article I, §1 of Michigan's Constitution says, "All political power is inherent in the 
people. Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security and protection." 

Once again we see the inherent right of citizen militias vested in the people. The 
organizing and support of a state sponsored militia of the state is a power granted to 
the Governor. This fact is further supported by Art. I, §7, 

"The military shall in all cases and at all times be in strict subordination to the civil 
power." 

But which military? It cannot be the citizen militia since the agent of a contract can 
hold, but cannot control the principle. Therefore, the military spoken of is the military 
force permitted to be formed by the state, which is the National Guard. Neither can it 
be the citizen militia because, like the Federal Constitution, the Constitution of 
Michigan is the child of vested power reserved to the people forever. There is no 
possible way that the Governor of this State or the Chief Executive of the United 
States, or any legislative body can "outlaw" the citizen's militia for to do so would rob 
inherent power from the people and thereby transform the limited Constitutional 
Republic to a government controlled state. If that were to happen, our entire form of 
government would cease. 

How than can the citizen militia be controlled? In simplest terms, it cannot be. It is the 
natural occurrence of the people who gather to defend against a perceived threat. 
Historically, citizen militias emerge when a clear and present danger exists, 
threatening the well-being of the people. It would stand to reason that power granted 
to the Governor to form a militia for the security of the people is intended to reduce 
the need for the citizen militia. Simply, if the National Guard did it's job in securing 



the state, the citizen militia would not emerge. That it has emerged so dramatically 
seems to indicate that the people do not feel secure. Nor can the people be given 
promises of security. Well-being is not measured by promise, but by experience. 
Surely our experience has been that security is lacking, hence the emergence of the 
citizen militia. When safety and security are reestablished in Michigan, the citizen 
militia will return to its natural place, resident within the body of the people, only to 
emerge again when security is threatened. Security is the common desire of all 
mankind. We can no more control the militia than we can change the nature of men. 
For their safety and security, people everywhere will form militia if and when 
necessary. 

By now it should be clear that the militia predates state and federal constitutions. Its 
right to exist among the citizenry cannot be subjected to legal challenge. The only 
effective challenge to citizen militias would be political engineering. One may 
envision an effort to amend both the state and federal constitution specifically 
abolishing the right for citizens to form militia units. Should such a venture be dared, 
the natural need of the citizens militia would increase, actually drawing more free 
people to it. By now also, one should draw the conclusion that the militia is inherent 
to all social, interactive people concerned about the well-being of fellow citizens. This 
conclusion is that which is so clearly stated in the Bill of Rights. No man-made law 
can abolish the citizen militia since such a law would be in fact an unlawful act 
designed to dissolve power vested in the people. Such an effort would reveal an intent 
of any tyrant to transform limited government created by the people into a 
government limiting the people. Most tyrants know that such a move must be well 
timed. It is no wonder then, that power-hungry central government and groomed 
courts view the Second Amendment as applying only to organized militias, i.e. armies 
of the individual states, that is, the National Guard. 

To summarize: Citizen militias in Michigan are historic lawful entities predating all 
federal and state constitutions. Such militias are "grandfathered” into the very system 
of government they created as clearly revealed in both the Constitution of the United 
States and that of Michigan. These constitutions grant no right to form militias, but 
merely recognize the existing natural right of all people to defend and protect 
themselves. The governments created out of well armed and free people are to be 
constantly obedient to the people. Any attempt to take the means of freedom from the 
people is an act of rebellion against the people. Currently in Michigan, the citizen 
militia is subject only to the historic role of American militias as defined in Black's 
Law Dictionary: Militia: The body of citizens in a state, enrolled for discipline as a 
military force, but not engaged in actual service except in emergencies, as 
distinguished from regular troops or a standing army. In order to conform to this 
definition, and to remain able to oppose a rebellious and disobedient government, the 



citizen militia must not be connected in any way with that government lest the body 
politic loose its fearful countenance as the only sure threat to a government bent on 
converting free people into slaves. 

So you see, dear reader, the militia movement is much like the weather. You can talk 
about it all you want, but you cannot change what is coming. The corruption continues 
because the media is more concerned about movie stars than leaving to their children 
a land of honest government and honest courts. And while the true rulers of this land 
(We the People) fiddle with our amusement and distractions, enjoying the temporary 
bread and circus mood that now grips the land, the liberties so dear to our forebears, 
bum and become ashes. And sadly, as surely as an epitaph engraved on the tomb of 
the Late, Great United States of America, we allowed it happen. We walked into the 
night without knowing what had happened. 

But others are preparing. The 3d Continental Congress is a fledgling effort at creating 
a provisional government, attempting to preserve the Constitution in the face of the 
coming military dictatorship that will certainly emerge during the revolution. In the 
face of growing anxiety about Y2K, concerned Americans are putting away food and 
seed and provisions. Many are buying silver coin to be used with the Federal 
Reserve's groundless money system collapses. Still others are forming communities to 
survive the coming crash and ensuing chaos. Thinking people are preparing and 
planning. Call them crazy, call them weirdo's, but never call them shortsighted. Theirs 
is a more practical survival plan than that of the money-mongers of Wall Street or the 
corrupted politicians in Washington. 

Only time will tell who was right and who was wrong; but, if they those pitiful clowns 
and wannabes of the militia are wrong, they've missed nothing. But if they are right, 
perhaps they alone will survive the catastrophe soon to fall upon this land. 

It appears that the devastation of Y2K is only now being being truthfully considered. 
That alone ought to give us pause, but still greater in scope and scale is what may 
follow; for, unless there is a miraculous spiritual and moral change in the attitude of 
this nation, armed revolution is inevitable. Nothing can stop it. And so we prepare. 
That, my friends, is what the militia is all about. 


Norman E. Olson , Co-Founder, 
Michigan Militia Corps 



